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THE LORD WAS STANDING WITH A 
PLUMB LINE IN HIS HAND  
Pastor Jim Dunn   

The poet Robert Frost once 

wrote, “Something there is that 

doesn’t love a wall.” “There is 

something that does not love 

walls. But whatever that 

something is, it’s not humans. We 

humans love walls.” (Sherry 

Rankin) The Great Wall of China 

was built over 

four hundred 

years before 

Jesus’ birth. In 

122, the 

Roman 

Emperor 

Hadrian 

ordered the 

building of a 

wall in 

northern England. It, too, stands 

to this day. Seventy-three miles 

long. And there are the walls and 

privacy fences we build in our 

own yards. And for as long as 

humans have been building 

walls, going back to the ancient 

Egyptians, we have used a plumb 

line to ensure that our walls our 

perfectly vertical. All it takes is a 

long string and a length of heavy 

metal, like lead, with a point at 

one end. Tie the pointed piece of 

metal to one end of the string. 

Put the other end of the string in 

your hand. And dangle the piece 

of metal while holding it up 

against the wall you’re building. 

And you have yourself a vertical 

reference line, to help prevent 

you from building a leaning wall. 

The Lord 

also is into 

building. He 

has chosen 

you, 

predestined 

you, through 

Holy Baptism 

into Christ, 

to be a 

living stone. 

And along with other living 

stones, He is building you into the 

walls of a spiritual house. As we 

sing in the hymn, “We are God’s 

house of living stones, built for His 

own habitation. He through 

baptismal grace us owns, heirs of 

His wondrous salvation.” Those 

words are based on the Bible 

passage that says, “You also like 

living stones are being built into a 

spiritual house. To be a holy 

priesthood. Offering spiritual 
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7 This is what he showed me: behold, the 

Lord was standing beside a wall built with 

a plumb line, with a plumb line in his 

hand. 8 And the Lord said to me, “Amos, 

what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb 

line.” Then the Lord said,  “Behold, I am 

setting a plumb line in the midst of my 

people Israel; I will never again pass by 

them; 9 the high places of Isaac shall be 

made desolate and the sanctuaries of 

Israel shall be laid waste, and I will rise 

against the house of Jeroboam with the 

sword.”  

Amos Accused 

10 Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent 

to Jeroboam king of Israel, saying, “Amos 

has conspired against you in the midst of 

the house of Israel. The land is not able to 

bear all his words. 11 For thus Amos has 

said, “‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, 

and Israel must go into exile away from 

his land.’”  12 And Amaziah said to Amos, 

“O seer, go, flee away to the land of 

Judah, and eat bread there, and 

prophesy there, 13 but never again 

prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king's 

sanctuary, and it is a temple of the 

kingdom.”  14 Then Amos answered and 

said to Amaziah, “I was no prophet, nor a 

prophet's son, but I was a herdsman and 

a dresser of sycamore figs. 15 But the Lord 

took me from following the flock, and the 

Lord said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my 

people Israel.’ 

“WE ARE GOD’S HOUSE OF 

LIVING STONES, BUILT FOR 

HIS OWN HABITATION. HE 

THROUGH BAPTISMAL 

GRACE US OWNS, HEIRS OF 

HIS WONDROUS 

SALVATION.” 
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sacrifices. Acceptable to God 

through Jesus Christ.” (1Peter 2:5)   

And the Lord had said the 

same to His people of old. “You 

will be for me a kingdom of priests 

and a holy people.” Exodus 19:6. 

He’d chosen Israel to be His living 

stones. They were his living stones 

with which He was building the 

walls of a spiritual house.  

But those walls would lean. He 

sent the prophets to warn them 

that the house of Israel was 

leaning, in danger of coming 

apart, of crumbling and falling. 

He sent the prophet Amos to tell 

them that the Lord God was 

standing with a plumb line in His 

hand, to test them for plumb and 

they were failing the test. 

“Behold, I am setting a plumb line 

in the midst of My people Israel; 

and the high places of Isaac shall 

be made desolate, the 

sanctuaries shall be laid waste.” 

In other words, the walls of Israel 

were about to come a-tumbling 

down. God’s living stones, His 

people Israel, were about to 

come crashing down. Because 

the walls of God’s living stones 

were leaning.  

Because His people then, as 

now, love walls. And then, as 

now, His people were building a 

wall around themselves. 

Surrounding themselves with 

people who said what they 

wanted to hear. The priest 

Amaziah commanded the 

prophet Amos to leave Bethel. To 

leave Bethel and take with him 

those words about a plumb line. 

No one preached at the temple 

of Bethel unless authorized. And 

certainly not someone who was 

saying that the walls of Israel 

were about to crumble and that 

their King Jeroboam was about 

to die by the sword and that the 

house of Israel was about to go 

into exile. They did not like to think 

that a particular behavior of 

theirs was a sin or that a 

particular viewpoint of theirs was 

in direct conflict with God’s 

Word. So, they’d surrounded 

themselves within a wall of 

preaching that preached what 

they agreed with. 

  

Think about whom you listen 

to when you have a choice. With 

me you’re stuck. You have no 

choice. I’m what the Lord sent 

you, so you have to put up with 

me. But when you have a 

choice… When you get to 

choose which preacher you listen 

to, or which political 

commentators you listen to, or 

which politicians you listen to, be 

they professional or just the 

amateurs you hang out with, 

what would you say? Do you 

spend most of your listening, 

watching, and reading time on 

those with whom you disagree?  

Of course not. You listen to those 

with whom you agree.  Because 

there’s something in us that loves 

a wall.  A wall around us of those 

who say what we want to hear. 

That makes us feel protected. In 

a world that often frightens us. 

But listening mostly to those with 

whom you agree must mean 

you’re always right, you’re always 

in the right, you always know 

best. You don’t need to listen to 

anyone else. Is that true? Who of 

us perfectly knows the will of 

God? Is never blinded by self-

interest or racism or greed or 

weakness or false presumptions? 

Which of us living stones was 

chosen because he or she 

perfectly fit into God’s wall? 

Not one of us. Your only saving 

grace is that God put in you 

something that loves a particular 

wall. Not Hadrian’s Wall or the 

Vietnam Memorial Wall. God has 

put in you faith in THE Wall, Jesus 

Christ. The Wall beside which God 

was standing when He held the 

plumb line. The Lord was standing 

with a plumb line in His hand. But 

that’s not the full sentence. The 

full sentence is the Lord was 

standing beside a wall built with a 

plumb line with a plumb line in His 

hand. The Lord was standing 

beside a wall built with a plumb 

line. If it was built with a plumb 

line, then that wall was perfectly 

plumb. Perfectly straight. 

Perfectly vertical. It’s THE Wall 

which is referred to by other 

building terms: Chosen and 

precious Cornerstone. Capstone. 

Door. Foundation. Gate. THE 

Living Stone. The Wall in this verse 

would, like Amos, be sent to 

preach and be rejected as One 

with whom we did not agree, 

rejected unto death on a cross so 

that now the one who trusts in 

Him will never be put to shame. 
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Why was the Lord God standing 

by that Wall? The plumb line 

spoke of the destruction that was 

about to come upon Israel. THE 

Wall symbolized Christ and God’s 

promise through Christ to forgive 

and redeem His people of then 

and now. As the Lord declares at 

the end of Amos’s prophecy: “I 

will repair your broken places, 

restore your ruins, and build you 

as you used to be.” (Amos 9:11) 

So also the Lord forgives and 

redeems you, repairs you, restores 

you, makes you fit into His spiritual 

house, but your fitness, your 

straightness, is Christ in you. By 

faith in Him. The Lord forgives and 

redeems you, repairs you, restores 

you, His living stone. Because you 

are not straight on your own or 

always right. He redeems you, 

repairs you, restores you, makes 

you upright and vertical through 

the preaching of Amos and the 

other prophets and apostles He’s 

sent you. He returns you to His 

Word again and again and 

again to study it, to hear it, to 

shape your behaviors and your 

viewpoints, to inform your politics 

and to guide you in your business, 

to mold your opinions, to correct, 

rebuke, and encourage those 

who love walls to love THE Wall, to 

put your faith in THE Living Stone 

and His Living Word. 

 

 


